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herself of the opportunity to gauge the needs and potentialities
of aviation there. She has thus enlarged the wide circle of per-
sonal contacts with the princes and ruling chiefs, and has been
of service to India in dispelling misapprehensions with regard
to aviation, and inculcating the spirit of the air with which the
future of the country is bound up.
"The Viceroy's house is the outstanding feature of New Delhi,
and from it emanates the governing influence, where difficulties
are transformed into gains, where prejudices and rivalries are
adjusted to the common good, and strong and reliable bricks
are made from uninviting straw.
"During my stay in this attractive place a reception and
dinner wrere given typical of Eastern splendour and a sidelight
on the magic Orient.
"There were enough princes at this banquet to fill a book of
fairy tales. Among them was the Maharaja of Bikanir and an.
example of how English an Indian ruler can be. This polished
and cultured gentleman with his perfect command of English,
lives much like our own royal family. He is in personal touch
with his state, treats his subjects of every grade justly, and has
hobbies that read like a page of Whos Who. A fleet of cars, an
arsenal of sporting guns, and an English table with a squad of
Goanese waiters are numbered among them.
"There was the Maharana of Udaipur, who claims descent
from the mythical king of Ajodhya and is recognised as the
premier Rajput prince. Even in the days long before the Chris-
tian era Ajodhya was the court of the great King Dasaratha, the
fifty-sixth monarch of the solar line in descent from Raja Manu,
so that Udaipur can certainly lay claim to pre-eminence in
pedigree.
"Back once more in Purnea I found the place a hive of
activity, and preparations in full swing for tackling the objective.
One of the light scouting aircraft had just descended on the
landing-ground by Darbhanga House; from a height of fifteen
163

